Oral lesions in Crohn's disease which were disease often showed histological abnormalities, which did not include epithelioid granulomas. The abnormalities are similar to those which occur in other parts of the gastrointestinal tract in Crohn's disease, and might be due to the same process.22 Fibrosis and atrophy of minor salivary glands were found in two patients; the lesions resemble those described in Sjogren's disease and have been reported previously in Crohn's disease. '3 As far as we know, no other quantitative studies have been carried out on the immunocytes in lip biopsy specimens including minor salivary glands. Tissue culture and immunofluorescence studies on buccal mucosa23 have shown that IgA is the most frequently synthesised immunoglobulin, followed by IgG, and IgM. Using the immunoperoxidase technique, we found immunocytes to be similarly distributed around minor glands in patients and controls (IgA, 77%; IgM, 9.5%; IgG, 13.5%).
The present study has shown that the number of IgA-containing plasma cells is often increased in the uninvolved buccal mucosa of patients with Crohn's disease, but this was not correlated with disease activity.
We also found a significant correlation between the activity of the disease and the number of IgM-containing plasma cells. This finding suggests that during relapse an additional humoral defense system is activated, perhaps because of an already abnormal and greatly enhanced IgA res ponse. Green 
